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WHERE waſt thou, W Greater cates, 1 ween, 
Employ'd thy ardent mind in diſtant rural ſcenes, . - 
Near Birmingham's induſtrious varied toils ; 5 
There midſt the wonders of the chymic art, 
Of air and fire, by Newton unreveal'd, 

Or holding myſtic converſe on the ming 
With Locke and Hartley, ever honour'd ſhades} 

Like Ariſtotle joining both the worlds, | 
Nature and morals—thou colleQeſt ſparks 
Of Heaven's finer lightning, —reaſon pure, 

Jo charge the battery of common ſenſe, 

And dart the thunders of its power abroad 

On worldly churchmen and tyrannic kings 


SIR, 


\HOUGH you -were not preſent a; us on | the ka 
July, we know you to be a true well-wiſher to that cauf*, 


of which we met to teſtify our approbation ; and it. may now be 
. agreeable to you to be informed, that although abſent you were 
remembered and ns by your friends on that vccafion. 


- You muſt before this have received general accounts of the pro- 


cecing of the cn What ee een 


A2 nr 
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news to you. | News are every where plenteous; Juſt views of things 
are rare. The firſt amuſe the fancy; the laſt inform the judg- 
ment; the firſt are pleaſant at the moment, the laſt are profitable 


for ever. 


The pages of hiſtory teem with intereſting leſſons. The world 
before us, eſpecially at © this eventful ſeaſon,” exhibits a number 
of ſingular and important facts, from which inſtruction and wiſ- 
dom may be drawn. But if we devote no time to reflection on 
thoſe facts; if they only ſerve to amufe us for the moment, and 
then are baniſhed from our thoughts, to make room for ſome 
other novelty ; we ſhall paſs through life without profit and with- 
out improvement. The revolutions of nature and of Providence 
will convey no inſtruction to us, and we fliall die, as it. is to be 
feared the bulk of mankind do, children at fourſtore ! 


As the body is nouriſhed, not in proportion to the quantity of | 


food which the ſtomach takes in, but in proportion to the quan- 
tity which it digeſts ; ſo is it equally true that the mind is im- 


proved, not by the quantity of facts and information coriveyed to 


it, but by that portion which it meditates upon, digeſts mentally, 
and by reflection makes its own, in conſequence of aſſociating 
them with its previouſly acquired ideas. Hence we fee ſome peo- 
ple who read very little, more than a match for great ſcholars, be- 
cauſe they weigh maturely every opinion that comes before them, 


and ſtudy to render their minds a depoſit of a few juſt and correct 


ideas, inſtead of an over-ſtocked warehoufe of erde and undi- 
geſted doctrines, facts and opinions. 


Whether he who now addreſſes you will prove an exception to 


what is too commonly the caſe, or an addition to the number of 
thoſe who ſee the faults of others without diſcovering their own, is 
a problem that remains to be ſolved, and which no aſſertion he 
| cats now make will be a Proper ground for deciding upon. 


This much he can ſay, that-an honeſt indignation, tempered by a 
dose pity for the weakneſs aud folly of men, has often tempted 
| 3 him 


n 


oh | 
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him to ſtate his views of ſubjects which he perceived to be almoſt We 
univerfally mifunderſtood and miſrepreſented. With . he 
has often * to himſelf, ; 


« Semper ego auditor tantum, nunquamne reponam ?” 


And as thoughts are the prelude to words, and theſe again to abi 


he has now arrived at that point, when he can © no longer reſtrain 
„ himſelf,” but muſt communicate his opinions, to enlighten the 
public if he be right, or to be * right by them if he be _— 


There is an argument for the liberty of the preſs, which I do 
not remember to have heard urged. It is that writing as well as 
ſpeaking freely, produces an univerſal rectification of ideas. The 
filent man cheriſhes his errors and abſurdities. The ſpeaking and 


writing man, if he be candid, is beat out of them. He who 


ſpeaks or writes freely, teaches or is taught. This is an idea that 


has eſcaped thoſe who cry out againſt the multiplication of books. 
For, * teaching we learn; or as the French ſay, to thoſe who 


come amongſt them to ſtudy * language, Parle mal ou parle 
bien—fark toujours. 


This is indeed the true rule in all ſuch caſes. The prafiice. of 
all arts exiſted before the principles of them. No man taught Ho- 
mer the rules of epic poetry, but Homer wrote an epic poem, and 
Ariſtotle deduced the ruleg from his practice Men learn moſt | 
effectually by trying. Our friend wrote a fooliſh book, and it 
is fallen into oblivion; but that book, and the conſequences it pro- 
duced, made him a wiſer man than otherwiſe be wh kae 
been. | 


A few preliminary obſervations ſeemed neceſſary to be prefixed 
to this letter, in order to obviate an objection which naturally 
occurs. Why give an account of a tranſaction that is paſt, and of 
which (as ſome may think) there has already been enough ſaid in 
the news- papers? If any one, after reading this pamphlet to the end, 
ſhall think that it can ſerve no uſeful purpoſe, and was quite unne- 
. PA ceſlary, 


; * 


> 
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| cellaty, I ſhall only ſay, that for him 1 did not write, and as the. 


approbation of ſuch judges as he is, would. be to me very af- 
Gag. ? witli \ 


But I will not indulge longer in digreſſions. Few of us ex- 
pected any public entertainment on the 14th July: we meant (I 
ſpeak for myſelf) to have made private parties with ſome of our 
friends, and at home to have drunk a glaſs of old port in ſincere 


but unceremonious commemoration of the great event, and to have 
expreſſed our hearty wiſh for the ſucceſs of our fellow men on the 
other fide of the channel. Enjoying the bleſſings of freedom our- 


felyes, we thought we were bound to wiſh all men the ſame advan- 
tages. Atguments and reaſonings are often long and perplexed, 
but to an honeſt mind one rule is clear: © Whatſoever ye would 


that men ſhould do unto you, do ye the ſame unto them again.” 


But we were too much acquainted with human nature to expect 


that theſe. ideas, though ſo juſt and ſo uncontrovertible, would 
meet. univerſal approbation. Men oppoſed Jeſus Chriſt, and tra- 
| duced him at the moment he was laying. down his life for them. 
The authors of diſcoveries ſo valuable and intereſting: that they 
have changed. the condition of human beings, have been abuſed 
and perſecuted. Folly is old, Wiſdom ſtill in her infancy amongft 


men; and though we were fully perſuaded that the French revolution 
was the grandeſt event recorded in the hiſtory of man, yet we did 
not expect that prejudices and narrow views would permit it to be 
viewed in general with ſufficient accuracy or generoſity, to lead 


our countrymen to rejoice in it as they were bound to do, both « on 
, account of the French, and on their own account. 8 


Dr. Price thought otherwiſe : the unconquerable benevolence 


| of his mind, and the heroiſm of his faith in the progreſs of reaſon, 


led him to hope againſt hope; and to the ſurprize of all of us, there 
appeared in the news-paper the following advertiſement : 


- « Wedneſday next, the 14th inſtant, being appointed by the 
66 e Aſſembly of France for celebrating the late glorious 
revolution 
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« revolution in that country, whereby ſo many millions have been 


& reſtored to the full poſſeſſion of their rights as men and as 


& citizens; many gentlemen have determined to celebrate the firſt 
« anniverſary of this revolution, at the Crown and Anchor tavern, 


« in the Strand, on the ſamg day, in order to teſtify their common 
« joy, at an event ſo important in itſelf, and which is likely ſo 


© eſſentially to promote the . liberty and happineſs of the 


6 world.“ 


The ſtewards who undertook to conduct * 1 part of 
this buſineſs were the following: 


— 


Earl Stanhope _ - rancis Kemble, Eſq. 
Alderman Sawbridge Robert Mackey, Eſq. 
Plomer Philip Mallet, Eſq. 
Newman Thomas Rogers, Eſq. 
Dr. Price n Thomas Rickards, Eſq. 
Samuel Boddington, Eſq. J. H. Stone, Eſq. 
Michael Dodſon, Eſq. * Samuel Thorpe, Eſq. 
Charles Goring, Eſq. . John Towgood, Eſq. 
Thomas Brand Hollis, Eſq. Jonathan Wathen, Eſq. 
Edward Jeffries, Eſq. James Weſt, Eſq. | 


The price of tickets was 77. 6d. and as each intitled the 
holder to a bottle of wine at 27. 6d. the expence of the dinner 


was limited to 55. The frugal ſpirit of democracy regulated this 


arrangement. It was an approach to the manners of primitive and 
more virtuous times. This was not a dinner of gluttonous Corp 

ration men, nor an aſſembly of India Plunderers met on this the 
of the world to riot on the ſpoils of the other. Honeſt citizens, 


and good men of moderate fortune, could afford to be preſent at 
ſuch an entertainment, without the neceſſity of having previouſly 
crofſed the ocean to depopulate peaceful provinces, and wt * | 


NN 


The meeting was numerous beyond al expo the pre- 
ſident ſtated it in the public papers at 652, I ſuppoſed 
to- myſelf that there might be 500, and I thought it was 


"SORT | | well 


Sh 


1 Excrien CoummnoRATION of the - 


— 


well if we could produce 300 to match the 500,000 of the Glas 
& Marr Me Fi. 3 


Te fat under the broad canopy of Vue abe ſtewed ours 
ſclyes into a houſe, , One Gentleman fainted away, and loud de- 
mands were made for the opening of all the doors, before the heed- 
leſs or diſtracted waiters would liſten to the requeſt. Small meetings 
of friends are held with propriety within doors. Great public af- 
ſemblies ſhould be in open air. 'The neceſſary defences againſt rain 
are eaſily obtained. Health and even dignity are here equally con- 
cerned. For it is a fact unknown to vulgar minds, that houſes, 
horſes, and coaches, are all little things on ſuch occafions. Man is 
greater in himſelf than all theſe. His dignity is diminiſhed by 
lanes, and begfts, and painted boxes. | 


Our luxury in theſe things has increaſed, is increaſing, and 
ought-to be diminiſhed. Eſtates are laviſhed on a horſe or a coach. 
It therefore becomes neceſſary to remind men, that theſe. things 
can confer. no true dignity, and when uſed, as ſubſtitutes for per- 
ſonal worth, become abſolutely contemptible. Speaking of 
painted boxes, the pride of women, and the glory of little minds, I 
cannot paſs unnoticed one that is juſt now making at Godſal's, in 
Long Acre, for the Chancellor of Ireland. All the world is run- 
hing to ſee it; and as it is a maxim of the family of Search, to go 
wherever all-the world goes, whether they value.the obje& to be 
ſeen or not, laſt time I was in town I went alſo. Whether ſtate 
coaches have been more diſgraced by their external form, or by 
their internal contents, would perhaps be difficult to determine z 
but one thing is clear, chat they have uniformly been nothing but 


| ſpecimens of clumſy magntficence. The preſent, which may coſt 


about fx thouſand guineas, is by no means a perfect work of the 
kind. It is too glaring and gorgeous to pleaſe the man of true 


_ taſte. It over-ſteps the modeſty of nature. But as it is neat and 


light in its form, and, compared with the aukward hulk at the _ 
Manſion Houſe, may be ſaid to be «/egantly gaudy, the citizens of 
London are much ah with it, TH 4 worlt thing is, that 


og nobody 
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nobody knows the owner; for when, 1 was there, every one was 7 
aſking, Who is the Chancellor-of Ireland? It ſeemed to, me that 


the man had never been heard of before; and it furniſhes a ſtriking 
reflection on the ſuperiority of perſonal merit to ſuch accidental or 
external grandeur. For if this Iriſh/Chancellor ſhall not diſtin- 

guiſh himſelf by ſomething perſonal, more than he has yet 
done, I believe he will never be known by any other deſerip- 
tion than that of The man with the fine coach ;?* and at bis 
death, when the coach becomes the property of another, Fitzgibbon 
will fink into total oblivion, while ſuch Chancellors as Sir Thomas 


More, Lord Bacon, Shaftſbury, and his countryman Uſer, without 


coaches, are conſigned to immortality. 


But to return: The meetin g abounded with ſubſtantial merchants, 
reſpeRable citizens, and independent private gentlemen. There 
were few titled men there. Stars and garters would have loſt their 


haſtre, and diamonds ceaſed to fparkle, in a ſociety where nothing 
was deemed honourable but Nee merit. 


« Ft gens et avay e que non. fecimusiph 
Vu ea noſtra voco! « »- - 


- % 


The French have been much blamed for the abolition of theſe 
names ; but this cenſure, like moſt others which have been levelled 
againſt them, is the reſult of inconſideration. All the nobility 
that exiſted in France. were the creatures of the feudal ſyſtem. 
That ſyſtem was aboliſhed, and confiſtency required the abolition 
of every conſequence derived from it. But they have not deſ- 


troyed all perſonal diſtinctions; they have confined themſelves to 


the feudal titles; and though they had even gone farther, there are 


diſtinctions which nature makes among men, which cannot be 


deſtroyed, and which are the only ones worth preſerving. The 
French have dared to be uniformly conſiſtent, and triflers cry out 
againſt them, becauſe they cannot underſtand them. The feudal 
nobility of France all derived their honours from an impure ſource, 


that of hereditary deſeent. 1 


ee 
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abſurdities. If titles be the reward of of merit, they Söll not te 


| deſcend to poſterity, becauſe merit is perſonal, Franklin wrote to 


7 


Mr. Whatley, of the Foundling Hoſpital, ſome glorious ſtrictures 


on this ſubject; but as it is long ſince I ſaw the copy of thi letter, 
1 have loſt many of the ideas. One fragment I recolle&. If, ſaid 
he, merit or F honour were hereditary, the moſt ancient families 


would have leaſt of them, becauſe they are moſt divided amongſt 
the numerous branches, and ſo the leaſt remains to each indivi- 
dual, Aba | in. 


Nobilitas unica virtus om 


— 


* 


| Good wine needs no buſh, and great men want no 8 


If you poſlelz ner ae you kane acted ſuperiorly 


well, —-you will naturally be eſteemed, honoured and reſpected. 
Think you that this reſpectability cannot exiſt without a title ? 
You ſingularly miſtake the matter. 


“An object ever preſſing dims the ſight.” 


We know your merit, and are willing to pay reſpect to it. We 


' rejoice, we are ꝓroud to do fo, when our reſpect is free. But con- 


ſtrain it, and then, though deſerved, we will refuſe, or grant it with 


reluctance. The ſhort ſtate of the caſe is this; If you deſerve | 
not, you have no claim—if you deſerve, truſt to your deſert. 


Would you enact a law to make yourſelf repo you may as 
well demand one to make you loved, s 


Honour is like love; 


« Who, free as air, at fight of human ties 
2 N eee er ee e 


7 you nds you will be "INE you e you 


will be reſpected. In all this matter titles do nothing: often 
: they-do evil. f _ 


* 


a With 


* 
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With reſpe& to-aboliſhing titles. in this oountry, it is not to be 
thought of. It would make much more noiſe than any advantage 


we could get by it. We have to do with ee we are far yet 
e eee, 325 


No miniſter was with us, nor any minion as coutt. Gs 
them ſhould have been preſent, had it only been for the ſake of 


gaining information. But they are inſenſible of the value of it, 


and their political infatuation is as remarkable, as their inſenſibility 
to the intereſts and glory of humanity. In all this great event, 
| (the greateſt recorded in the hiſtory of the world) they have ſeen 
nothing but the minute blemiſhes inſeparable from ſo vaſt a revo- 
lution of human affairs. In this new ſun, which. has. ariſen in 


the intelleQual world, en has bees viſible to them but the 


"uw 


Me. BURKE was not there. His ted ad lis Hades re- 


ſpeQting the French revolution, have 'aſtoniſhed wiſe and ſhocked 


conſiſtent men, My knowledge of his private principles ſaved me 
from ſurpriſe. I was aware that he had always had a tendency to 


Ariſtoeratic ideas. I knew that he loved orders, and names, arid 


Aignities ; and I conceived that the peculiar and uniform ſupport he 
has received from certain great men, muſt have nouriſhed in his 
mind theſe weak partialities for hereditary rank and ancient fa- 
mily. With the beſt intentions and great abilities, Mr. B. often 


miſſes his mark. He does not keep temper—he becomes une tete - 


echaufſte, and ſuffers his imagination to run away with his judg- 
ment. The Duke de la Rochefoucauld obſerved to a friend of 
mine in Paris, that his ſpeech on the French affairs was not the 
ſpeech of a legiſlator, nor of a philoſopher; but of a man in a pet, 
or who had received ſome perſonal” offence from the nation of 
France, or from their aſſembly. - The idea was juſt. Yet, Sir, I 


muſt ſay, that we ought to. reſpe& the purity of his intentions, 
and do juſtice to his genius. Even in error he j that e ns his 


Wee yo eee er ö 


* 


B 2 | 7 8 . : Mr. 


mn rennen Commudturion of the 

* My. FOX was hot there, nor is it very clear where he was; Va- 
Nous reaſons hve been aſſigned for this. One obſerved that the 
principles he had always profeſſed, exacted from him a public 
ſanction of ſuch a meeting; which is true : but the writer adds, 
The ariſtocratic ſhackles which make him ſhrink at ſo deciſive 
a bwl of his ereedz ought to have been ſhaken of,” Tibe 
Bezo tirops from the mane F the lion, by a mind Ike his.” True 
allo, if this was the real cauſe of his abſence. But I cannot cre- 
dit it, for he has given as deciſive ayowals before. Beſides, who 
ever knew him trim? What action of his conduct ever evinced 
ur? He made a coalition, methinks I hear one whiſper. Yes! 
But his opponent came over to him, he went not over to his 'op- 
oe mann - {egy | 


Ito was (ſaid "_ was in a Paris joining with our Gallic EO on 


the ſpot, and in the centre of theirliberties. Such a journey would 


have been worthy of him, but I am warranted to uffürm that he 


was not there. Others reported that he was at Newmarket, where 


, friendſhip had called him to accompany the Prince. But this 
miſtake probably aroſe from a ſource which has occaſioned many 
others. There is a man of his name there, who betts a vaſt deal, 
and whoſe tranſactions are oſten aforibed to him. The truth is, I 
believe, he was in the country. He was not ,apprized in time of 
the meeting, nor did he probably, knowing the prejudices of his 
countrymen, expect chat any meeting of conſequence would take 


+, . Place on that day. I own to you I did. not myſelf, and I would 


Ro mint gre cauſe even to Mr. Fox. 


rl ere-peoſens , De - 
Linie Ale. Lizdiey, Mr. Vanghats Me. Paine, Me. Chridia 
Mr. Johnſon, Dr. Thomſon, cc. and a number of - foreigners. 
Some who would have been with us were prevented by buſineſs, 
Private meetings, or other avocations. - It is boped that Sir Wil- 
ham Cheere and the Governors uf St. Luke's Hoſpital will not 


again fix on the 14th of July for their anniverſary dinner. Moſt 


laudable is their benevolence, in taking care of ſome hundred lu- 
3 | * | natics, 
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natics, but the Frengh Revolution produced the dehiverance of a5 
millions of wiſe men. The public will er eee 

| FFF 5 +» "_ 
1577 £5 200 

The eee Natiousl Cockade 5 3 ee 
others of the company. Doubtleſs the whole would have joined 
them, had they been appriſed of ſuch an intention. Internal ſen- 
timents are manifeſted and ſtrengthened by external ſymbols; and 
- - after the crucifix of the followers of Jeſus, I hold the party-c e- 
| NEE ANG Wn eee en e- Arge eng m 

— PIG. Oe ce 
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Dr. TOWERS, who has deferved DET of the friendsof liberty, 
by his Letters on. Hume's Hiſtory of England—a performance 
which ſhould be bound up with the laſt volume of that celebrated 
work, as a proper antidote. to its errors—returned thanks, and 
his addreſs merited much attention. Where others ſpoke of tinge, 
he fpoke of grant probably becauſe the majority of them have 
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Varions . * n addreſs of Dr. 
Towers. To thoſe who are inclined to cenſure; the Doctor may 
return an eaff anſwer, *I had no concern with -yood kings, nor 

with ordinary kings. The meeting had aſſembled to commemo- 
rate a deliverance from tyraniy, nn e eee 
Daſs l e noe | 


But there is a farther and more profound img, that may 
be given of the Doctor's phraſeology. In modern times we uſe 
the word #yran, ſolely to denote a King who abuſes his power; 
. in its ancient and — ſenſe it denominated any perſon 

7 whatever, 


* 
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whatever, who pofeſed powers inconſiſtent with the liberties of 
mankind, whether he | uſed them well or ill. The ſupremacy of 
o over all—the potentia ſingularis,” appeared to the free men of 
antiquity ſo abſurd and odious, that they uſed Rex (King)' and 
fyrainus (tyrant) indiſcriminately, as ſynonymous terms. Now 
as all the kings that have exiſted in the world; excepting perhaps 
three, thoſe of Britain, Poland, and now of France, have poſſeſſed 
exorbitant powers, utterly irreconcileable with the rights of men 
and the liberties of their ſubjects; and as, farther, the great majority 
of them have alſo abuſed theſe powers; it follows by the moſt in- 
controvertible demonſtration, that the expreſſions of Dr. Towers 
were ſtrictly and philoſophically juſt; and that the proper, ancient, 
and true term for all the kings that have yet exiſted, with the 
exception perhaps of two or three, is no other than that of 

tyrant. : 


The Preſident, I Lord Stanhope, gave as the firſt toaſt, 
I. The Majeſty of the People : 


3 phraſe 'which to an illuſtrious foreigner appeared ſufficient 
Goh to have immortalized the Engliſh 3 


The power of kings c can crigitiate ady in two Sinai 
God, or from Man. If from the firſt ; if we grant that they reign 
Jure divino, we muſt admit all the monſtrous and obſolete doc- 
trines derived from that opinion. We muſt admit, that being the 
vicegerents of God, they are accountable to him only, and that 
the people are bound to obey paſſively and not to reſiſt, whether 
they reign juſtly or unjuſtly, becauſe God, their ſole Maſter, will 
puniſh their tyranny in a future world, but man, their ſervant, 
has no right to call them to account here. This was the doctrine 
of Sir Robert Filmer, whom Locke refuted. This was alſo the 
doctrine of Hobbes; and if their en had Benn en they 
a m_ have been irrefutable. 


Hobbes was a man of genius, od be . his Jofrine- to its 
full extent, fearleſs of the n IL: {aid he, the king 
command 
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command you to violate'the laws of morality, if he order you 
to murder your father or. debauch your fiſter, you are bound to d 


tt. Alll the criminality falls on him who gave the order, and he 


will account to God his maſter for it. But you, his ſervant, Have 

nothing to do but to obey thoſe ſet over you. Lou cannot at 

any rate loſe the merit of your obedience, and the guilt of your 
action will fall to your e ga. 


If fuch ben are too ablurd to deſerve attention; w+ mult 
have recourſe to the ſecond opinion; that the power of kings 
originates from man—that they are created by the people de- 
rive their Ay from them, and are n to exerciſe it for 
their ee | 


If ſo, the people are the fountain of all power, and As 4 
of all majeſty. Kings reign by delegated authority, they ſhine 
by borrowed luſtre. And though it is highly proper and requi- 
ſite in the ordinary affairs of life, that great honor ſhould be paid 
them, when their conduct truly deſerves it, when they act up to 
the dignity and fulfil the. duties of their tation 3 yet ſtill there 
ought. to be periods, when the arigin of their power ſhould be re- 
membered, and when that ſource from which all lowed ſhould be 
recognized as the fountain of authority. The Romans appointed 
an officer in the great triumph, to fit behind the Emperor, and 
call out frequently, * 'Thou art a man.” And kings. would be 
profited if they were ſometimes preſent at public meetings, where 
the firſt toaſt given as above by Lord Stanhope, ſhould remind 
them, Thou art the creature of the people.“ 


The cd toaſt Was, 
II. The Nation, the Law, and the King : 


An exa tranſlation of the great motto of the French Patriots, 
La Nation, la Loi, et le Roi. To you, Sir, who are a friend to 
clear ideas and accurate thinking, this ſentiment muſt give plea- 
| „ . ſure; 
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fare z for it; is the moſt perſect and elaborated expreſſion of po- 
{ - AItical truth, that ever was deviſed by any people. Firſt in order 

_ _ comes the Nation, the people, who are the ſource of all power, 
They make the Law, ſuch laws as they find uſcful and neceſſary 
t themſelves ; and then the /aw, made by che natian, gives his 


to the Kind, to execute theſe laws. 


Such is the genuine order of things, in a ſociety rightly conſtituted 
and truly free, There is a degree of incorrectneſs in putting the 
toaſt as we often dy: © The King and Conſtitution ;* as if the 
king were before the conſtitution, or the author of it; whereas 


. the conſtitution. is before the king, and gives him all his autho- 


rity: the king is the creature of the conſtitution, or if he be 
not ſo, he is an W Ling. e is no medium. 


The law 1 is rightly placed before the king,. becauſe the 
kings is not the author, but the executor of the law, The law is 
the ſource. of his power, and the rule of his conduct: Elſe would 


| 42% Croat an * Fig 


Since this was Written I have obſerved an account of an afſein- 


| bly of Mr, Horne Tooke's friends, at which this ſentiment was 
- thus expreſſed : . To the King and Conſtitution, and may they 
_ © never be ſeparated.” Such retrogade improvements, after ſo 


bright an example, deſerve to be noted. The firſt part of this toaſt, 


- that which puts the king before the conſtitution, is, as I obſerved 


already, extremely inaccurate, It is placing the creation before its 
Creator. The latter part, * may they never be ſeparated,” can have no 
meaning at, this. time, but as it refers to what has happened in 
France. And if ſo, it is a moſt inſipid alluſion, and one that ſhews 
how little knowledge he who uttered it poſſeſſes of the affairs of that 
country. Theking of the French, before the Revolution, was ſepa- 
rated from the conſtitution, 'becauſe he was above it, and could act 


againſt it. But the National Aſſembly have united him to it in he 


cloſeſt manner, by making him a part of it. He now is, what he 
| F& 1 ; | ever 


riout. 
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never was before a conſtitutional king. How deplorably il 
underſtood; is the French Revolution in, this country 


= Oo 
x 


| III. The glarious Revolution of France. Ay. 3 : 1Y 
I. Z. Why ſhould Eng/i/bmen drink ſuch a toaſt ? 


A. Becauſe they are Men as well as Znglifb men, and therefore 
ought to wiſh well to fellow-men, and to rejoice in the happineſs 
of the whole human race. If as many Chineſe; Peruvians or 
Abyſſinians, had been delivered from tyranny and deſpotiſm, and 
reſtored to the rights of man and the dignity of human nature, 
it would have been a fit ſubject of rejoicing to all human beings, 
The character of Man is {till greater than that of Engliſbman ; and 
he who performs not the duties of the firſt, is a diſgrace to the 
name of the laſt, A heathen and an 2 has immortalized 
| himſelf by the ſentiment, | 


* 
7 


Homo ſum: humani nihil a me alienum puto. ; 


© I am a man, and nothing relative to man is indifferent to me.“ 
II. 2; Why is the Revolution in France glarigus? 


1. Becauſe no Revolution ever conferred liberty and equal laws 
on ſo great a number. of men, who had been before depreſſed and 
depraved by an arbitrary government. A Revolution. which de- 
' livered 25 millions of the human race, may truly be termed glo- 


2. Becauſe no Revolution, of any importance in the hiſtory of 
mankind, was ever brought about with ſo little injury to indi- , 
viduals, or with ſo little waſte of human blood. 


3 Becauſe no Revolution recorded in hiſtory, is likely, in its 
conſequences, to produce ſuch important effects on the ſtate of 
other nations, or ſo powerfully to diffuſe the light of reaſon, 
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truth, and liberty amongſt men. France being the great centre 
of intercourſe, and her language the medium of communication 


do all the kingdoms of Europe, ſhe will become, now that ſhe is 


free, a ſun to chaſe away the darkneſs of the human mind, and 
her freedom will 1 in due time ſhake al the Fee of che uni- 


verſe. 


The fourth toaſt followed. [eG e 
u. 73. triumph of Liberty in the deftrudion of the Baſtille 


" White this harder was reſounded from every part 2 the 
table, a large ſtone of the Baſtille, preſented to the company by 
Mademoiſelle D*Eon, was exhibited by a waiter, crowned with 
Roſes and · National Cockades. The idea was good, and ought ta 
be kept up. External ſymbols aid the imagination to perceive 
and feel internal truths, And there ſeems a kind of propriety, - 
that the ſtones which formed the walls of this horrid dungeon, 


' ſhould now, when ſcattered over the face of the earth, make 


atonement to injured humanity, by being forced into the ſervice 
of liberty and reaſon, | 


'Thus, literally „is an eldbt denunciation fulfilled againſt tyrants 
—that even ok e ſhall riſe up to teſtify againſt them. 


* The aas dene wow elle one gentleman to e the following | 
a n for the occaſion. 


| 4 I, ; 
GALLANT nation, foes no more! 
Gen'rous Britons hail the day, ' 


T That from Gallia's cultur'd ſhore 


. Chas'd tyrannic me away. 


* Chorus . * 
Hail, facred Freedom let Britons hail the day, 
That reſcued France . lawleſs * 


1A * 
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| * II. 3 
Late a band of patriots roſe, Py ot 
Firm in Freedom's glorious.cauſez  _ 


Feeble ſlaves in vain oppos'd.,, 1 
| | Rights ſecur'd by equal law. 
; | | + 2 

III. 


Myrtle wreaths entwine their brows, 
Branchy myrtle decks the blade, 
| /While, like us, they pay their vows 
# To each patriot hero's ſhade, _ 


, N. 
| Hampden, Sydney—names rever d! 
Boaſt of Albion's ſea-girt iſle ; 
Martyr'd Ruſſel, ſhade endear'd! 
On this day propitious ſmile. 


| NE 
Tranſ-atlantic ſpirits bend, — 
Pleas' d our feſtive rites to ſee; 
Franklin, Freedom's ableſt friend ! 
Warren and Montgomery. 


\ 
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VI. 3 
Martial youths in Britain bred, 
: Kindle with congenial zeal, 
; Freedom's path reſolv'd to tread, 
Zealous of the public weal. 


; | | VII. 
| Should tyrannic force agai 
| Raiſe her hydra heads on high, 
Welcome then the hoſtile plain, 
Freedom dauntleſa dares to die. 


3 . Verdant 
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Verdant myrtle's branchy pride 
Shall my thirſty blade entwine; "By. 
Such, Harmodius, deck'd thy fide ! ; 
Such, Ariſtogiton, thine. 
* a 
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JOSEPH PRIESTLEY, LL. D. F. R. S. 
toe. Te 


© NOR Francs alone ſhall raiſe the ſong, 
Her freedom is the cammen cauſe, 
And every nation. round ſhall fing 
Her Liberty and equal laws. : 
Thee, Britain! it behoves to join „ ER ae 
In louder accents than the reſt, 
Who long Heav'n's choiceſt gift haſt . 
And been with laws and freedom bleſt. 
Nor this be all—to ſing of Gallia's praiſe, 
But ſeek to emulate her matchleſs fame ; 
And nobly ſtriving not to be outdone, 
Support the ancient honour of thy name. 
Illuſtrious ſhades of Runnymede! 
How great your wonder and ſurprize, 
When Gallia ſhew'd her Champ de Mars, 
A nobler field in Freedom's eyes! | 
See Patis now to London boaſt : 
Her pure regenerated ſtreams, : 
And gentle Seine, ſo long confin'd, 
Flow ſreer now than lordly Thames. , 
Tranſlated from Dr. Geddes s Secular Ode, in 
Latin, on the French Revolution, See þ 37+ 


ORD STANHOPE then addreſſed the company on the ge- 
neral deſign of the meeting, as occaſioned partly by motives of 
benevolence, to expreſs joy at the freedom of ſo many of our fel- 
low-creatures ; and partly from views of civility, to promote friend- 
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ſhip between the two nations, and ſtop that deſtructive ſpirit of 


| _ hatred and war, which had ſo often overwhelmed both of them 


in blood. 


It is with much pleaſure, ſaid he, gentlemen, that I ſee ſo nu- 
merous and reſpectable an aſſembly, met upon this occaſion. We 
are aſſembled here to-day, to commemorate one of the greateſt and 
moſt important Revolutions in the hiſtory of the world; a Revolu- 
tion that has reſtored to their rights twenty-four millions of hu- 


man beings; ; a Revolution that has deſtroyed a government of 


tyranny, corruption and intrigue; and on the ruins of that ſyſtem 


of ſlavery, has in the ſhort ſpace of one year eſtabliſhed a conſtitu- 


tion founded on the natural equality of men; a conſtitution that 
teaches that all goverament is a delegated authority, proceeding 
from the people, and to be exerciſed for their good. The French 
nation have imitated the conſtitution of England in forming their 


own, but in ſome reſpects they have ſurpaſſed it; for they have 


not only eſtabliſhed civil, but alſo religious liberty. There is not 
now in that country any ſuch penal laws as diſgrace our ſtatute 
books. (Here his lordſhip enumerated ſeveral of thoſe abſurd and 
intolerant acts, of which he formerly moved the repeal in the Houſe 
of Commons, and of which the biſhops, true to their charaQer, op- 
poſed the repeal.) There is not now in that country the odi- 
ous tax of tythes, to load agriculture, and diſcourage induſtry. 
There is not in that country any laws to puniſh men, for profeſſing 
that religion which their conſcience obliges them to embrace : nor 
have they in that country a Teft Ad, to deprive of the common 
rights of men, and to withhold from offices of truſt honeſt citizens, 


| - becauſe they have the misfortune, or good fortune, to differ from the 
eſtabliſhed church. 


If they were originally taught by us, they have given us a leſſon 
in their turn, and both of us have much to learn from one 
another. 


His Lordſhip then propoſed as the next toaſt, - 
| 8 VI. An 


BY 


Firſt Anniverſary of the Fxzexcn 6333 23 


VI. An end to all jealoufies "between Britain and France and may 


_ they unite in extending peace, virtue, on liberty to all the other nations 
\ of the earth. 


; This juſt and manly oration. met with great applauſe, and the = 
\ ſentiment that concluded it experienced unuſual-acclamations. 5 3 | 


Dr. PRICE next roſe, and prefaced his toaſt by the following 
ſpeech—< The ſubject of the toaſt I am going to propoſe to you, 
« appears to me very important. In conſequence of five wars, in 
& which we have been involved fince the Revolution in 1688, the * 
% kingdom is now bending under a heavy load of debts and incum- 
4 brances, which render it incapable of meeting another war with- 
s out the utmoſt danger. For certainly there is a limit, beyond 
„which if we go in adding to our debts, ruin muſt follow; and 


&« one more war may og us to that limit. 


« A long period of peace, therefore, to give us time for the 

4 redemption of our debts, is neceſſary to our ſecurity, and per- 

„ haps, even to our exiſtence.—In France there is a diſpoſition 
« to unite itſelf to us, by an alliance for maintaining and perpe- 
« tuating peace. Such an alliance would be an union between the 
; 6 two firlt kingdoms in the world, for the nobleſt purpoſe. It 
& would be an effect worthy of that union of philoſophy to po- 
« litics, which diſtinguiſhes the preſent #ra of »the world. It 
% might ſave Britain. It would bleſs the world; and complete 
& the hopes of all the friends of human liberty and happineſs. 1 

can ſay from very reſpectable authority, that there has been a 
« deſign formed in the National Aſſembly of France, to make a 

« propoſal of ſuch an alliance to this country O heavenly Phi- 

t Janthropiſts! well do you deſerve the admiration not only of 

% your own country, but of all countries; you have already deter- 
“ mined to renounce, for ever, all views of conqueſt, and all offen- 
« five wars. This is an inſtance of wiſdom and attention to human 
rights, which has no example. But you will do more. You 
| « will invite Great Britain to join you in this 2 and 
| D 2 "SS 
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« to enter into a compact with you for promoting Pace on earth 
2 will among men. 


« Gentlemen, ſuch are the fruits of that glorious Revolution 
& which we are this day celebrating. It promiſes a new and better 
order in human affairs. The paſſions of kings and their mini- 
& ſters, have too often and too long involved nations in the cala- . 
& miities of war. But now (thanks to the National Aſſembly of 
France) the axe is laid to the root of this cauſe of human miſery ; 
ec and the Intrigues of courts are likely to loſe their power of em- 
ha "Ru the world. 


In this kingdom we have been uſed to ſpeak of the people of 
France as our natural enemies; and, however abſard, as 'well as 
* ungenerous and wicked, ſuch language was, it admitted of ſome 
« excuſe while they. conſiſted only of a monarch and his ſlaves. 
«© But now, with a ſpirit that aſtoniſhes mankind, and that makes 
«tyrants tremble, they have broken their yoke, they have aſſerted 
their rights, and made themfelves as free as ourſelves. In do- 
« ing this, we have been an example to them. They are now 
* become an example to us; and we have reaſon to expect, that 
* they w:ll ſoon crown their glorious work, by calling upon us to 
& meet them, not as formerly, in the fields of blood, at the com- 
* mand of a deſpot, but on the ſacred ground of Liberty, to em- 
& brace us as brethren, to exchange vows with us of eternal amity, 
and to ſettle the terms of a confederation, for extending the 
is bleffings of peace and liberty through the world. Thus united, 
4 the two kingdoms will be omnipoterit. They will ſoon draw 
& into their confederation Holland, and other countries on this 
« fide the globe, and the united ſtates of America on the other; 
« and when alarms of war come, they will be able to ſay to con- 
un nations, Peace, and there will be peace“. 
ba I have 


© * The ſame ſentiments were expreſſed in an excellent letter written by the 

WII CLUD of Dundee, a trading town in Scotland, to the National Aſſem- 

' bly of France, and tranfmitted to M. la Luzerne by George Dempſter, Eſq. 

of which the following extract will probably be agrezable to my readers. * 
«c 
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„ have therefore thought, that it would be worthy of this 

e reſpectable company, on this moſt animating and joyous occa- f 
4 ſion, to expreſs its wiſhes of ſucceſs to the propoſal I have 

4 mentioned, by 25 the following” toalt : 


VII An alliance between France FR Great Britain, "for ene 


ing peace, and maling the world happy. x | f | | 
This benevolent e ſo highly proper from a miniſter of | \ 
the goſpel of peace, was ſupported by loud applauſes. A = 


Mr. CHRISTIE communicated to Lord Stanhope; a tranſlation 
of the oath which the king of France was to ſwear, in the Champ 


| de Mars on the great day of confederation, and which his * = 
; 0 read to wy company. = 


“J, the king of the French, ſwear to the nation to employ all 
the power which is delegated to me by the conſtitutional law of 
the ſtate, to maintain the form of government decreed by the Na- 


«© The triumph of liberty and reaſon, over deſpotiſm, ignorance and ſuper- 
« ſtition, is an intereſting event for the remoteſt ſpectators. The example of 
the abuſes contained in your ancient ſyſtem of government, was in the laſt 
century hurtful to-ours : it excited amongſt our princes and miniſters-a thirſt 
33 72 for power, which was often hurtful, ſometimes fatal to them, and which 
; was always prejudicial to the intereſt of the ſtate. Accept, Mr. Prefident, 
our ſincere congratulations on the reſtoration of your ancient and free 
conſtitution, and our ardent wiſhes for the permanent eſtabliſhment of 
liberty in France. We remark, for the honour of the age, and that of 
your nation, that your Revolution has been accompliſhed without a civil 
war; and that neither the uſeleſs domains of the king, nor the poſſeſſions , 
of the clergy, have been ſacrificed to the avidity of individuals, but have 
been employed for the uſe of the nation, whoſe property they are. We fore- 
ſee with joy that that flame which you have lighted up, will conſume the 
remains of deſpotiſm and ſuperſtition in every quarter of Europe. We not only. 
hope but firmly believe, that the National Aſſembly of France, and the Par lia- 
ment of Great Britain, will unite together in future in an indiſſoluble manner 
to ſecure peace and proſperity to two empires, and to ſpread theſe bleſſings 
« over the whole ſurface of the earth. We congratulate you on having az 
« army of citizens, and a wiſe monarch, who by yielding with ſo much 
« goodneſs to the wiſhes of his people, gives a new luſtre to the houſe of 
« Bourbon, and aſſures the crown of France to his poſterity,” 


| tional 
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tional Aſſembly, and aeerptes by me, and to enforce the execution 
of the laws.” t 


I ſhall not flop at preſent to make any remarks on this oath, as 
it islikely I may give a full account of the French Confederation in a 

future Number. The Journal de Paris ſtated the words thus, “ I, a 
Citizen, king of the French, &c.” and ſo it was originally; but on the 
obſervation of Mr. Barnave, that the king was to ſwear not as a 
citizen, but in his reyal capacity, theſe words were omitted. The 
next toaſts were, 0 


VIII. To the memory of thoſe patriots in France who have loſt their 
Lives i in fighting for the liberty of their country. | | 


IX. To the Duke de la Rochſoucauld, the Marquis de la F. ayette, 
Mr. Bailly, Mr. Mirabeau, Mr. Rabaut de St. . and all Fe 
other patriots of France, TI 


X. To Mr. Sheridan, and thoſe * who, axainf all prejudices, 
have defended the French Revolution. 


Mr. SHERIDAN roſe up to thank the company for the honour 
they had done him. The approbation of ſuch an aſſembly as 
this,. no party meeting, but an aſſemblage of independent citi- 
Zens, to whom the rights and liberties of mankind are dear, he 
regarded as the beſt reward of his public conduct; and affured the 
meeting, that in every ſituation, he would continue to maintain 
through life thoſe political principles which they had ſeen him 
profeſs. He regretted the_hoſtility of ſome. friends, whom he 
highly valued, to the ſame principles. Tf, continued he, the 
French Revolution had no connexion with England whatever, the 
friends of humanity would have reaſon to rejoice, as they do here 
to-day, at the deliverance of a great and enlightened people, 'from 
the yoke of tyranny and arbitrary power. But this Revolution is 
pregnant with happy - conſequences to our own country. We 
know from fatal experience, that the former government of 
France ever oped forward to war, as the means s of preſerving 
Sm | : and 
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and augmenting its power. But the National Aſſembly have al- | 


ready given a proof that they are actuated by a different ſpirit. 


They have renounced the idea of foreign conqueſts, and declared 


that France will henceforth exhibit an example of honour and 
juſtice to the world. The expreſſion of good · will towards us, which 
the Noble Chairman had alluded to, and their intention, which 


Dr. Price had announced, of forming a permanent friendſhip 


with this country, called on our part for a return of expreſſions of 
generoſity and kindneſs. It had occurred to him, and to ſeveral 
other gentlemen, that it would be proper to give theſe ſentiments 
more form and permanency, than they could have in a fag, by 
expreſſing them in a reſolution, which he would now ſubmit to the 


conſideration of the company. He then moved that it be re- 
ſolved 


RE SOLUTION I. 


— 


“That this meeting does moſt cordially rejoice ig, the eſtabliſh: | 


te ment and confirmation of liberty in France; and that it be- 


holds with peculiar ſatisfaction the ſentiments of amity and 


« good-will, which appear to pervade the people of that country 


towards this kingdom; - eſpecially at a time, when it is the ma- 


« nifeſt intereſt of both ſtates, that nothing ſhould interrupt the 
„ harmony which at preſent ſubſiſts between them, and which is 


« ſo eſſential to the freedom and happineſs, not only of both na- 
<« tions, but of all mankind.” | 


While this reſolution was unanimouſly applauded, Mr. Horne 
Tooke preſented himſelf, and in order to make himſelf heard re- 
queſted permiſſion of the Chairman to mount on the table, which 
was readily granted. A ſuſpicion arifing that he had got up to 


ſay ſomething againſt the reſolution, a murmur aroſe in the aſſem- | 


bly, and for ſome time his efforts to ſpeak were unſucceſsful. 


During this commotion he remained in his place in perfect tran- ä 
quillity, and took a pinch of ſnuff with that apathy which marked 


nerves whoſe firmneſs approached to inſenſibility, as well as ſhewed 
that it was not the firſt time he had been in ſuch a ſituation. Se- 
3 | | veral 
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veral eried out, Hear him—bhcar him. The preſident and Dr. Rees 
roſe ſeveral times, but in vain. Mr. Tooke at laſt deſcended; and 
- Alderman” Newman getting up, began abruptly a ſpeech, more 
bluntly honeſt than elegantly: perfuaſive-:..4 I aſked him when he 
e, came in, as it was my title to do, whether he came here to 
& celebrate the glorious Revolution in France? and he gave me no 
6 anſwer. Here a noiſe, begun by Mr. Tooke's partiſans, inter- 
rupted the worthy Alderman's further progreſs, and induced him 
to quit the roſtrum.— The Preſident commanded attention by re- 
marking on the indecency of not permitting a man to ſpeak, in a 
free aſſembly like this, and ſaid, he underſtood it to be a prime 
maxim of juſtice and reaſon, to paſs cenſure on a ſpeaker for "un 
he has ſpoken, not for what he“ is to fay. 


Mr. Horne ele! was at laſt liſtened to. He ſaid, when he 
was a younger man he had. frequently flattered women, but he 
never had yet, nor would he begin now to flatter men. It was 
not the applauſe and cenſure of the aſſembly, that ſhould govern 
his conduct. He knew of a reward greater than their approba- 
tion, and nolſcfling which, he could even be indifferent to their 
. cenſure. He had heard a reſolution propoſed in the meeting, 
which ſeemed to him to require ſome explanation to attend it, be- 
fore it was publiſhed to the world as the unanimous ſenſe of the 
aſſembly. It was neceſſary to guard the unlimited admiration the 
aſſembly had expreſſed for the Revolution in France, from a miſre- 
preſentation to which it was liable. It was neceſſary that the re- 
ſolution ſhould ſtate the great difference between the ſituation of 
France and that of this country. The French had no conſtitu- 
tion, they had no veſſel of ſtate, they were foreed to lay down 
a new keel, and they had done it gloriouſly.”” But we had a con- 
ſtitution. Our veſſel might have gathered ſome concretions, and 
ſtand in need of being docked, * but her timbers were ſound.” — 
At theſe words the clamours were univerſal from all ſides of the 
room. Some called out, No fire-brand—no-infidious friend and it 
appearing impracticable to go on, Mr. Tooke finally quitted the 
table. | | 
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Mr. Tooke's interference on this occaſion may afford a ſubject 
of curious ſpeculation.” Some ſaid, he loved to fiſh in troubled: 
waters, and had come purely to diſturb the harmony of the meet; 
ing. Others more candid, declared, that he ſpoke his real ſenti- 
ments, and had interfered only becauſe he thought it was his duty to 
do ſo. For my part, I believe that if he had been allowed to finiſh 
his ſpeech, - the meeting would not have had reaſon to diſapprove 
of its general tenor. A little. private pique againſt Mr. Sheridan 
was too exident in it; and it is to be hoped, alſo, that a man of 


Mr. Tooke's abilities, will find other methods to increaſe his popu- 8 


larity, than flattering the vanity and prejudices of his countrymen, 


by exaggerated encomiums on that good, but imperfe# conſtitution, | 


which their ignorance and partiality make them ny as the 
model of all perfection. bes: Ra 
Wich reſpe& to the phraſe, © her timbers are found,” it was 


moſt juſtly cenſured ; and amidf the noiſe occafioned by it, one 
called out, with equal truth and humour, . What then are the 


rotten boroughs ?? They are planks in the Brit: conſtitution, and 


all men allow them to, be corrupt. -I wiſh "I were the only 


rotten timbers we have 1 in it ! . 


Lord Stanhope roſe to explain. He thought, and moſt july, 
; that Mr. Tooke had miſtaken the deſign of the meeting. They 


had not aſſembled to make a compariſon between France and 


England. The intention of the Aſſembly was to celebrate the 
reſtoration of France to freedom, and every friend of humanity 


ought to join in their wiſhes. How far the example of France 


ſhould influence England, was à point on which wiſe men might 


differ but certainly could not be eſteemed the MEN 50 of FS: 


ſuch an aſſembly to decide. | 


2 


Mr. Sheridan made a few remarks on "RP Parts of Mr. 
Tooke's ſpeech, that bore a little perſonal alluſion in them. He 
ſaid he could not give up what he had originally aſſerted, that the 


approbation of a numerous public aſſembly of independent men, 
was the higheſt reward a ſenator. could look to for his public on- 


duct. Mr. Tooke might know of other rewards,” with which he 


| 
| 
24 
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was unacquainted, and which he did not defire to know. The 
reſolution he had moved, ftated no kind of compariſon between the 
two kingdoms. He would ſum up his ideas in this declaration, 
that © as on the one hand he would never countenance the introduc- 
A tion of anarchy, under the pretence of promoting liberty ; ſo, on 
2 the other, he would never ſupport tyranny, under the neg 
2 of avoiding anarchy.” | 
Mr. 'Sheridan's reſolution was then put, and carried unani- 
mouſly, and he followed it by a toaſt to the health of the Su. 
5 n. f 2 2 8 
. Earl aner was pledged with hearty unani- 
mity. 
Mr. Tocke then handed to the Preſident a chron. which N 


from its moderate and conciliating nature, obtained univerſal ap- 
probation. | 


2 | RESOLUTION 3 
; « Reſolved, that this meeting feel equal ſatisfaction, that the 
« people of England, by the virtuous exertions of their anceſtors, 
& have not ſo arduous a taſk to perform as the French have had, 


. & but have only to maintain and improve that conſtitution, which 
their anceſtors have tranſmitted to them.“ | | 


This reſolution, as well as the other, was appointed to be pub- 
liſhed in our own news-papers, and tranſmitted to the National 
Aſſembly of France. At a future time it is likely I may commu- 
nicate an aocount, authentic and circumſtantial, of 42 reception 
they met with from that auguſt body, 


The next toaſt given was, 
XII. Civil and religious liberty to all mankind —Then, 


XIII. The ſacred right of men, and may all nations have eifton | 
to underſtand and courage to defend them, 


XIV. Asa equal repreſentation ts the people in Parliament. 


""T'Y. May the glorious example of F. rance _ other nations the 
vale of the bleſſings of freedom. , 
t 
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It was now a late hour, nine o'clock or more. A good part of 

the company were gone, and ſome of thoſe who remained becoming. 

noiſy, and more zealous perhaps than wiſe, a toaſt was ſaid to have 
been given, which I certainly did not hear, e de ende 

if any ſuch ſentiment was expreſſed. It was, 


XVI. May the enemies of freedom be drawn at full length, and may 
the gallows be the frame of the pidure. 


If ſuch a toaſt was given, it was not worthy of the meeting, and 
muſt be conſidered as a little ſpot in the ſunſhine of the day. It 
was not pacific, nor generous. It was poiſſardic. 


Let us leave cruelty, barbarity, vengeance, and crimes to tyrants ' 
and their agents. The: friends of freedom and of peace ought to 
love mankind, to forgive injuries to do good to all, and never ſeek 
to triumph over a fallen foe. Let our opponents act in contempt of 
character. We have a character; and neither their fully nor their 
bigotry—nor their injuſtice, ſhall provoke us to loſe it. + | 

XVII. May the glorious Revolution in France, provoke in Britain the 
emulation never to be extelkd in liberty. This was noble and juſt. * 

XVIII. May the repreſentatives of the people do the buſineſs of the 

People, and not that of the minifter ; and if otherwiſe, may the people db 
their buſmeſs. 

Many more toaſts were deſigned to vey been given, but the 
diſputes occaſioned, by Mr, Horne Tooke's interference, walted ſo 
much time, that they were either ſuppreſſed or forgotten. Hence 
Mr. Fox was not toaſted, nor was there an opportunity of remem- 
bering the Bglgic Patriots, the Duke d' Aremberg, Viſcount Walc- 


kiers, the Duke @Urſel, N Van der Meerſch, or When 4: 
Herries. | 


The revolution of the Auſtrian Netherlands i is one of the moſt 
fooliſh and trifling arrangements that ever took place in the politi- 
cal world. The people were not ripe for it. Their minds are full 
fettered by ſuperſtition, and kept in darkneſs by prieſts. In the 
French revolution the prieſts had no ſhare whatever, and that revo- 
lution is the only perfe& one that ever occurred in the hiſtory of 
"man, In Dahn our revolutions have had a mixture of —_ 
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tical motives, and they have always been more or leſs imperſect. 
But in Flanders theology did all, and the prieſts managed the re- 


volution, as they do the buſineſs of laymen in general they put it 
all awry. The late emperor Joſeph II. acted in an arbitrary, and 
Il T think in an unjuſtifiable manner. But for all that, though he 


took a wrong way to execute them, his plans were at the bottom 
right and juſt. His reforms were rational and neceſſary, only he 
wiſhed to cram them down people” s throats, at a time when they 
were not able to ſwallow them, Hence the people threw off his 
| yoke, and catching the enthuſiaſm of freedom, refuſed the molt 
' generous propoſals from his ſucceſſor Leopold duke of Tuſcany, 
now king of Hungary ; and then—inſtead of eftabliſhing a free 
-government—inſtead of calling a National Aſſembly, to form a 
new fyſtem, as the old one was annihilated, they fuffered the 
power to be engroffed by a fet of nobles, calling themfelves the 


States; a vile ariſtocratic body, headed by Van Eupen, a prieſt, and 
Van der Noot, a bigot, who govern every thing as they will, and 


have turned adrift Walckiers, impriſoned Van der Meerſch, and 


chaſed away the beſt and braveſt citizens of their eountry. But 


their uſurped. power will -prabably be of ſhort duration. The 
king of Pruſia has made peace with Leopold; and as the latter will 
probably ſupport the claims of the former to Dantzick, Thorn, 


and the adjacent territory; ſo the former, in return, will not oppoſe | 


but aid the latter in marching an army into Brabant, to reduce his 
revolted ſubjets. And ſurely the old monarchy will be better for 


the Brabanters, than the miſerable ſyſtem of aer ** 
eſtabliſhed. —- 


Of their ſtate with relpet to knowledge and wiſdom, you will 
judge from one anecdote. When Namur was evacuated lately, 
ſays the Leyden Gazette, our lady (the image of the virgin in the 
great church) was obſerved to be beſpattered up to the knees. 
No doubt, continues the writer with great ſeriouſneſs—no doubt 


+ . the was amongſt the middle of the people, and got * ſo dirtied, 
das. the weather had been bad. ä 


f But to return from my digreſſion : Thus eaded our public meet- 
* n allembled for We: moſt K purpoſe that per- 
haps, 

* 8 — * | 
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haps ever occurred in the hiſtory of the world —a meeting at which 
every generous Briton—at which every freeman, of every country 
at which every. beneyolent man, of every clme, was called upon to 
be preſent, and to join in celebrating the occaſion'of. 
Superficial thinkers will ſee nothing in this Aſſembly but a 
Public dinner, and a jovial meeting at the Crown and Anchor. 
You, and thoſe who reflect a httle deeper, will diſcover in it the 
exertion of a new power in the political world the fixit operation 
of the matured reaſon of the people—the firſt enlightened effort 
of the univerſal will. Of thoſe who came to this meeting, fome . . 
might be induced by curioſity, or other ſecondary motives, but the 
leading men aſſembled from principle. Miniſters may deſpiſe them, 
prieſts may rage againit them, but they will go on unmoyed, and 
Ready, though ſlow, to accompliſh their purpoſe. Clear and col- 
lected in their ideas, the miſerable arguments of courtiers and 
church-men will make no impreſſion on their reſolutions. They 
will meet with many repulſes from the inſolence of eftabliſhed 
power, but they will not deft. To be defeated and to be confuted 
are two things. Their opponents, from better information, or from 
| ſhame, will now and then be dropping over to them, while not one 
of them will quit his ſtandard or go over to the enemy. The chance 
of a reform of abuſes from the Parliament becomes daily more 
hopeleſs. Public bodies are not wont to reform themſelves. 
Another power mult come in. The people muſt interfere. It is 
indeed a matter of doubt with me, if parliament are competent to 
| the reforms wanted. Their buſineſs is to act according to the con- * | 
ſtitution, becauſe they derive their power from that ſyſtem. They 
have no power to change. the conſtitution ; they have no power, 
though Mr. Horne Tooke uſed the phraſe, to improve it. Their 
conſtituents have not granted them ſuch a power. To ſuch 


changes nothing 1 is equivalent but a Nannen CON EN- 
TION. TEAS 


All that we want, Sir, 2 be accompliſhed in peace and har- 
mony, if we were free of unprincipled ſtateſmen and ambitious 
prieſts, But we will, we muſt perſiſt in demanding all our rights, | ; 
and they ſeem determined to refuſe, us every thing. The conſe- 

55 7 e 
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ee The ſincereſt lover of harmony wits as 
ſtrained to prefer hoſtility, and he who is moſt diſpoſed to'gentle- 


| neſs may be forced into violence. Such has been the unhappy pro- | 


penſity of mankind to'oppreſs one another, that in every age the 
friends of freedom have been obliged to take for their mow, 
| „Manus hzc inimica tyrannis © 
« Enſe petit placidam ſub libertate quietam.“ 70 
- Hail Peace, thou greateſt gift of heaven! O that thou mickteſ 
| ever overſhadow my country, and calm every troubled ſpirit that 
would injure its repoſe !—You, Sir, are a philoſopher and a clergy- 


man: Offer your earneſt prayers to the God of Peace, for the 


_ tranquillity of Britain: and believe that you are joined by all 
| at ee by, 
N | 
dues. , eee 
N * VS wn 


Paſtſcript. Although it is probable many private individuals 
have commemorated the French Revolution, in various parts of 
England, yet no account of any public aſſemblies have reached us, 
except from Cambridge and Seaford. At the former there was a 
meeting of the members of the Univerſity, on the 14th of July, and 
the following toaſts are ſaid to have been given. 

I. The cauſe of liberty throughout the world. 

II. The affembly met this day in the Champ de Mars. 

III. The French Revolution, which has laid the foundation Co new 
government on the natural rights of men. 


IV. The National Aſſembly, and ſucceſs to its patriotic defigns.. 


V. The conquerors of the Ee CORY Og eng 
of deſpotiſm ſpeedily meet with the ſame fate. 


VI. Fo FR OY CO e ee 
niverſary. 
vil. Baill, advanced h the fre lens of bir Ahe in „ 


thoſe honours eobich be refuſed from the hands of deſpotim 


VIII. La Fayette and the £ 
ayette : patriotic army 1 
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IX. Mirabeau, and ſucceſs to eloquence in the cauſe of freedom. 
X. Neckar, . brag ee | 
ſumptions of oppreſſeve ariflecracy.  _ 

XI. Sieyes, and the rights of the people. | 
XII. The patriotic Biſbop of Autun, and the . who ſacrificed 
their own intereſts to the happineſs of the public. 

XIII. Rabaut de St. Etienne, . Profle in the 

National Afembly. 

XV. D/Aiguitlon, and may public * over perſonal 
. 

XV. The French Academy, and the fathers of modern ſcience, Galileo, 
Bacon, Des Carter, and Newton. 

XVI. To the memory of Milton, Locke, Monteſquieu, Helvetius, 
Rouſſeau, Voltaire, and other philoſophers, who by their wwritings pre- 
pared the minds of the French for this Revolution. 


XVII. To the memory of Benjamin F. rauklin, 

The Whig Club of Scaford met at the Pelham Arms ths: 
ſame day, and expreſſed their ſentiments in the following toaſts. . 

I. The National Afſembly of France; and may the great example of 
their virtues extend the ardour of liberty over all the nations of the earth. 


II. May the Baſtille be held in execrated . to teach Poll. 
rity the value of freedom. 


III. May the dawn of liberty arrive at its meridian ſplendor. 


IV. May religious prejudices be diſſolved, and religious as well as civil 
liberty be univerſal. | 
V. The Cavse whit bs pal te gm ge, 297525 
happineſs to millions. 

VI. May the birth-day of Gallic . * ever revered, nd 
75 the glory of ber patriot ſons be immortal. 

. The illuſtrious memory of thoſe heroes who FEAR fallen in the 

_ of liberty and human happineſs. 


VIII. General wann and ſucceſi to the liberties of America.” 
IX. May 
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IX. May the overthrow of deſpitifm i in Fronce be a You Sire 
tion to the abetters of tyranny in tbit country. 

X. May the example of an n * 4 | has of the preſe in 
Great Britain. 

KI. May the decayed limb, be aero from the body politic of 

" Old England, that its excellent conſtitution may regain its native vigour. 
XII. May a fair and EQUAL REPRESENTATION of the 
People in Parliament ſucceed the demolition of the rotten boroughs. . | Mc 

XIII. May party never divide thoſe who have the good of their - 
country for their object. . 

XIV. May tboſe cube prefer their own r purpoſes to the 8 | 
and freedom of their country, experience a ſlavery ſuitable to the depravity Ws 
of their own hearts. | 

Nor has the celebration of the French 8 "Sol confined 
to England alone. The friends of liberty at Amſterdam aſſembled 


to commemorate the 14th'of July, and a letter from, Hamburg, | 
dated the 19th, contains the following paſſage : þ £44 


In the middle of the political diſquietudes, which the French 
« Nation, jealous of their infant liberty, may conceive from the 
conduct of princes around them, it muſt be comfortable for them 
to learn the ſentiments of the people at large every-where, in 

4 favour of their Revolution. It is not ſolely in London, or in 1 | 
% Amſterdam, that entertainments have been given in honour of p 
« the 14th July a great number of our eitizens wiſhed to mingle . 
te their joy, with that of a great people, who have newly recovered * * 
« their rights, and exhibited themſelves to the world as freemen. 7 : . 2 
« Four principal perſons of the town preſided at the civic banquet, . 

« at Harveſtehude, a little village near ag Many toaſts ſuit · „ $2 
able to the occaſion were drunk ; n | ; | : 


« J. Proſperity to Prance, - | PX 7 | 
« II. The glorious 14th of July. we i 

| III. 7h: National Aſſembly of France. 
OV... IV. A. Bailly, La Fayette, Mirabeau, Qc. c. 
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Fig Aunlverſary of the Fu, Revoiution, | 37 
& There was a ball, and concert, at which all the gentlemen 
te wore the National Cockade of France, and the ladies, dreſſed in 


* white, wore ſaſhes of three calowy, and ftraw hats adorned with 


 « patriotic cockades“ 


— 


Ves, enlightened patriots of diſtant 2 your noble efforts _ 


will not be loſt. The voice of freedom, reſounding from PARIS to 
London, and thence to Dublin, and to Philadelphia, ſhall be re-echoed 
to diſtant Scotland; and paſſing to Amſterdam, and Hamburg, 
ſhall reach even to remote Moſcow ; whenee, circulating back 


through darkened regions, it will arouſe ſuperſtitious /taly and 


bigot Sþain.” The attempts of deſpots to ſtifle it, will add new 
ſtrength to it. Slow is the progreſs of reaſon amongſt the igno- 


rant, weak, and thoughtleſs children of men; but oppoſition acce» 


lerates its courſe, by awakening men's attention, and leading them 
to think. We dread not the efforts of tyrants; we-dread. their in- 


difference; and find our only conſolation in that want of underſtand- 23 


ing, which leads them uniformly to the infatuated SIT of au 
activity deſtructive to their own cauſe. -. 
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| — Generalibus Gentis Gallice, n. nunc tem poris „ Leet 
Pariſiorum Congregatis, Roc, qualecunque, Carmen Sæculare, g 
| ea, qua par eſt, devotione dicat | 
| J P. I. A. G. 
. Londini 1dibus Juli, Bo | 
| 13790. 1 | 
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CARMEN SECULARE, &. 


93. puer, pleQrum citius ſonorum; 


- " Sapphicum jamjam libet excitare . 
| Carmen—afflatu ſubito moveri 


Sentio pectus. 
Galliam, letus, cano liberatam: 
Heu nimis longum rigidis revinctam 
Funibus, longum et nimfs'haud ferendo 


Pondere preſſam. 
Canto Saturni repetita regna 9 5 
Facilis, juſti, populique patris: 


N \ Et Themin terris cano reſtitutam, et 
Area » Ge 


Ecce 
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Audiant omnes timeantque reges * 


- \Divitem, ſacris modo rite poſſe * 
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Ecce proſtratum truculantum et. atron , 
Horridum monſtrum, ſtygiis in antris | 
Triſtius quo non, —Procerum — 

Sæva. poteſtas! 8; 
- Gentis 9 ſator atque rector, 
Hoc tuum donum !—Tibi, Q bonorum 
© Omnium vere dator ac orig, h 


Gloria Lauſque! 


Totius terræ timeant tyranni; 
Palleat ee imĩtatur illos, 
Nomine denn! 


BED ter felix Ludovice, Xaigt * 


Tu tenes tandem infiocuam, corenam z, © K 0 


Tu tenes tandem maculata nuloͤo n 
| Crimine ſceptra! 


Te et divus Ludovicus alter * ; 


Dixus Henricus videt, atque gaudet 
Galliam talem meruiſſe Regem 
Tandem aliquando! 


.  Gaudeant cives periiſſe totam HET 


Diram et audacem dominationem; 
Gaudeant ferrugineas catenas 
Fulmine fractas. 


Gaudeat clerus, jubiletque ſeſe, 
Vacuum curz et mediocritate 


Dedere rebus. 


Gaudeant ip6, generofa pubes _ be 
Nata preclaris atavis, et exhine i 


Creditent ſoli merito deberĩ 


Nobilitatem. 
Gandeatque vo fenice fubacius: Ne 
Debiles palmas, oculoſque ficcos 
Tendat i in eœlum, pietate magna 

Numen adorans. 


* Ludoyicus XII. diftus Pater popuB. 
Henricus IV. nomine et re magnus. 
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Gaudeat ludens gremio 1 i Nom a 

© Parvulus lactens, ſimul ae Teferre— an Gs F 

* balbas pietate tindtas 50 e n . 
5 Lingus RD Prat: x 


 Gandeat mater genuiſſe prolem 5 e eee e 
Jam ſui juris, vigilemque matris 


* et fulcrum tremulæ becks; "32 roll Tt: ; 


Ut decet anno. 45 C's N Wy , N . 
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Libero tandem, decore ac honor (4 
Far pari fidem dare nuptialem, et Sho r 
Jungere PV 
Nec fatis, ſolos jubilaſſe Dk: a 

-» Canticum, audentes repetent Iber i;; 
| AI Belge, Batavi, Sivkmbri, A 


Albion | ſed te potiore plauſu 25 ; 5 

- Liberos'Gallos decet æmularĩ; rte ang t 5 
aulas Gall, tibi e e 25 8 FP 
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Mira! nunc Lutetia puriorre 9 
Gaudet unda, quam Trinobantium whet; et 2 N 
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